
 

 

 

Jesus Wept 
 

“Jesus wept.” The shortest verse in the Bible, John 11.36. A great pub quiz answer. We hear  
it this Sunday in one of the longest Gospels of the year, the one that narrates the raising of 
Lazarus (Jn 11.1-45). But what does it mean and why does it matter? Of course, we all know 
this one at some level. We sing it every year at Christmas in “Once in Royal David’s City”.  
In amongst the Victorian saccharin (“Christian children all must be, mild, obedient, good as 
he …”) there’s that verse about his being weak and helpless: “tears and smiles like us he 
knew.”. But why does it matter that “he feeleth for our sadness, and he shareth in our 
gladness”? 
 

For readers of John’s Gospel who have no doubt about the divinity of Jesus and build their 
lives on the knowledge that He is the Eternal Word of God and the Light the darkness cannot 
overcome, it matters as a reminder of his humanity: “Day by day like us he grew.” Here is a 
deity who pooped his swaddling bands, needed winding, learned to walk, discovered painfully 
that “hot” hurts, was taught his prayers, got told off for pushing the boundaries, learned by trial 
and error how to love and be loved. Now he weeps for his dead friend. 
 

For those who take Jesus’ humanity for granted but struggle with the notion that anything 
divine might be afoot, the message is that this pain we each feel in the face of death, 
sickness, absence, loss is felt somehow by God. Both among the keening mourners at a 
Middle Eastern funeral and when we shed our own silent tears of pain: there stands the Lord. 
“See how he (God) loved” Lazarus. See how he shares our hurt, bears our heartbreak. At the 
foot of every cross of pain there stands, together with Mary, the Beloved Disciple and the 
other women, the Eternal One. On that cross there hangs the Eternal One. Beyond that cross 
there waits the Eternal One. 
 

“Take the stone away.” On the fourth day, when human hope has been extinguished, Jesus 
gives his friend back to his sisters, his village, himself. It isn’t Resurrection. Lazarus will die 
again. But in this one-time-only action the evangelist finds an image of what could be, even in 
the face of death: communion restored, hearts healed, sorrow salved: salved by the bearing of 
that pain by Jesus, the One who wept, the whole-hearted human; salved by the God who cries 
our pain and sheds our tears and shares our death. Easter joy awaits, but we shall gain it only 
via the road to Calvary. Jesus wept. Perhaps we’ll do the same. 
 

Fr. Rob 
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Communion Under Both Kinds:  
Many thanks to everyone who has shared their thoughts and feelings about our bishops’ granting  

of permission to reintroduce communion under both kinds. Opinion has been evenly divided and often 
strongly expressed. As well as the principal question of whether the time is right for reintroducing the 

sharing of the cup, we also feel a need to offer some preparation to our ministers of communion (and to 
train some extra ministers at some masses). Accordingly, we shall not be reintroducing communion  

under both kinds as a general rule at St Hugh’s before the feast of Corpus Christi. However on Maundy 
Thursday, because of the particular significance of the Mass of the Lord’s Supper, the cup  

will be available for those who wish to receive. Remember that reception from the chalice is entirely 
optional. People must make their own decision. Those with pre-existing health issues may wish to  

refrain. Those with cold sores, colds, coughs, etc., should refrain as a matter of care for their brothers  
and sisters. But all of us should approach the sacrament with both a hunger and a thirst for Christ,  

who gives himself to us in form of bread and wine. 

 

Our Maundy Thursday Giving will be for Woking Foodbank 

Altar Serving - Easter Triduum 
There will be Altar Serving practices for the Triduum the same day as each Mass/Service as follows: 

Holy Thursday - 6th April - practice at 10am (Mass of the Last Supper is 8pm). 
Good Friday - 7th April - practice at 10am (Celebration of the Lord’s Passion is 3pm). 

Holy Saturday - 8th April - practice at 10.30am (The Easter Vigil Mass is at 8pm). 
Sign up sheets in the sacristy from this weekend. Would be grateful for an idea of numbers 

 to aid planning.  Contact Kevin (07540419771) for further details.   

Cafod’s Live Simply 
 

Back in January we were invited to watch ‘The Letter’ at St Dunstan’s;  
a moving and inspiring film that explained Pope Francis’ encyclical ‘Laudate Si’ and his vision for  

a world that strives to counteract climate change and respects creation. Climate change can seem an 
insurmountable issue that is beyond our ability to change but the film shows how ordinary individuals can 

have a huge impact. In the film Pope Francis says ‘It’s like a choir. We have to sing together.’  
As a parish, we hope to ‘sing’ together to show that we can strive to work to live: a more simple lifestyle, 

in solidarity with people in poverty and more sustainably with creation. You can watch the film  
at www.theletterfilm.org.  We hope to apply for a Live Simply Award as a way of making our parish more 

aware of the environmental impact of our activities and of our capacity to be good stewards of God’s 
Creation. If you would like to be involved in the form of a facilitated workshop to take the first step in our 

parish audit and planning for Live Simply, come along to a meeting at St Dunstan’s on Tuesday  
28 March at 7.30pm.  In the first instance, please register your interest to attend with the Parish 

Office knaphill@abdiocese.org.uk and we will send you further details. The Cafod Live Simply Team 

 

Maundy Thursday Washing of Feet - Both males and females, young and not so young, are 
invited to have their feet washed.  If you would like to participate, please indicate on the sign up sheet. 

Maundy Thursday Watching at the Altar of Repose - There is a sign up sheet in the 
narthex for Adoration before the Blessed Sacrament. 

Good Friday “Walk of Witness” 
All are welcome to join us on our annual Good Friday silent Walk of Witness, which this year will start 

from St Hugh’s at 9.45am and finish at Holy Trinity with scripture reading stops at the High St Memorial 
Garden, Knaphill Methodist Church and Knaphill Baptist Church. At Holy Trinity we will hold an 

Ecumenical Service starting at 10.30am. Join us for the whole walk or at any of the reading stations. 
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Easter Hamper Raffle: Tickets at £1 are on sale after Mass.  Proceeds to CAFOD.   
Draw to take place after 9.30am Mass on Palm Sunday. 

Easter Services 
Friday 31 March  
 7.30pm - Deanery Reconciliation Service at St Dunstan’s  
Sunday 2 April - Palm Sunday Blessing of Palms 
 6.00pm - Vigil Mass and 9.30am Sunday 
Tuesday 4 April  
 11.00am - Churches for Knaphill (C4K) Ecumenical Service at The Vyne  
 7.30pm - Deanery Reconciliation Service at Ss Peter & John, Camberley   
Wednesday 5 April 
 6.00pm - Chrism Mass at Arundel Cathedral 
Thursday 6 April - Maundy Thursday  
 8.00pm - Mass of the Lord’s Supper followed by Watching at the Altar of Repose until  

          11.00pm (Night Prayer at 10.45pm) 
Friday 7 April - Good Friday  
 9.45am - Churches for Knaphill Walk of Witness starting from St Hugh’s  
 12 noon - 12.30pm - Way of the Cross for Families  
 3.00pm - Solemn Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion 
Saturday 8 April - Holy Saturday  
 12 noon - Swieconka - Blessing of baskets of Easter foods 
 8.00pm - The Solemn Vigil of Easter  
Sunday 9 April - Easter Sunday  
 9.30am - Holy Mass   

 

Gardening at church - Volunteers are required to help Anne & I tidy up the front garden on 
Saturday 1 April 9am-12pm. Please bring your own garden tools. We will also be preparing the planter 

at the front of the church for the Easter celebrations. We are also looking for donations of plants and a list 
will be in the Narthex if you would like to contribute. Caroline Peaston 

St Hugh of Lincoln Primary School are looking to recruit a KS2 teacher  
for September 2023.   For further information, please use this link: KS2 Class Teacher - Eteach 

SJOG Homes for Ukraine is an  Official Provider of Govt scheme   

It is a matching, training and support pathway for guests from Ukraine and hosts in the UK willing 
to provide much-needed support. SJOG will be holding a webinar for UK residents interested in hosting   
a Ukrainian guest or family under the Homes for Ukraine scheme on Wednesday, March 29, at 7pm.  
You can find more details about the event here: Information Session 2 - Happy Together | Facebook 

Woking Foodbank Collection weekend of 1st/2nd April:   All donations will be very much 
appreciated, on their last update they were short of: long life milk, long life fruit juice, long grain rice (not 

microwave type), cooking oil, mayonnaise, instant coffee (small jars), instant noodles, sugar (small bags), 
flour, canned salmon, pasta sauce, chocolate bars, surface cleaner, soap (bars), toilet paper, children 

toothbrushes, clothes washing detergent. Please place donations in the boxes provided in the 
Narthex. Donations will be collected after the 9.30am Mass. Thank you for your generosity. 

Spring Forward 
Remember the clocks go forward by one hour this weekend. 

https://www.eteach.com/job/ks2-class-teacher-1315810
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https://www.facebook.com/events/139850052081353/?acontext=%7B%22ref%22%3A%2252%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22%5b%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22extra_data%5C%22%3A%7B%5C%22invite_link_i


 

 

Weekday Mass Times and Intentions - ST DUNSTAN’S CHURCH 
Weekend Mass Times - visit www.st-dunstans.org 

   Monday      27 March      10.00am   
   Tuesday      28 March   10.00am              
   Wednesday       29 March   No Mass     
   Thursday      30 March  10.00am                              
   Friday      31 March  10.00am   

Last Week’s Offertory Collection: Baskets - £263.87, Contactless - £69.00 
and average weekly Standing Orders - £588.33, which were Gift Aided. Total - £921.20. Many thanks. 

Holy Week begins on Sunday 2 April 
 

Almighty Father, who sent your only Son  
Jesus Christ to save us from our sin, show me  

how I can honour you and bring glory  
to your name, by walking in the way of Jesus.  

Give me grace and mercy as I try and fail,  
guidance when I'm not sure which way to go,  

and wisdom to trust you in all things. 

 

Stations of the Cross will take place this Friday at 7.30pm during Lent. 

 

There will be a weekly Holy Hour on Wednesdays from 5.45pm-6.45pm  
followed by Holy Mass at 7pm. This is a trial following requests from parishioners. 

  Mass Times and Intentions - St HUGH OF LINCOLN CHURCH 
Sunday Masses will be livestreamed via the Parish YouTube channel. 

Confessions on Saturdays - 5.15pm to 5.45pm 
*Saturday 25 March - The Annunciation of the Lord* 
 6.00pm   Vigil Mass  Suzie & Geoff Lintell RIP    
*SUNDAY 26 MARCH - FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT* - YEAR A  
 9.30am   Holy Mass People of the Parish 
*Monday 27 March - Monday of the Fifth Week in Lent*   

  10.00am Holy Mass   For the Holy Souls  
 *Tuesday 28 March - Tuesday of the Fifth Week in Lent*                                                  

  No Mass    
*Wednesday 29 March - Wednesday of the Fifth Week in Lent*  

          7.00pm   Holy Mass (preceded by Holy Hour)  Intentions of Ranjay 
*Thursday 30 March - Thursday of the Fifth Week in Lent* 

          No Mass     
  *Friday 31 March - Friday of the Fifth Week in Lent *      

   10.00am Holy Mass  Intentions of Sarah Hughes 
*Saturday 01 April - Saturday of the Fifth Week in Lent* 
 6.00pm   Vigil Mass  For the Knights of St Columba    
*SUNDAY 02 APRIL - PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD* - YEAR A  
 9.30am   Holy Mass People of the Parish 

 

The Retiring Collection This Sunday is for Easter flowers 


